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INSIDE OUT: A RETURN TO THE STAGE
FACULTY RECITAL:
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Program
Two Cuban Dances Ignacio Cervantes
(1847-1905)Los Tres Golpes
Invitación
Christin Schillinger, bassoon & Aaron Witek, trumpet




I. Vivace, Allegro in A Major
Christin Schillinger, bassoon
Memento (World Premiere) Dana Wilson
(b. 1946)
Christin Schillinger, bassoon
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Aaron Witek, trumpet & Hana Cai, piano





Hailed as a “…force of nature” by The Double Reed, bassoonist Christin
Schillinger specializes in the accessibility of the avant-garde, aiming to
broaden the audience for both new music and bassoon. 
Schillinger works closely with living composers who remark on her “natural
interpretation” and “perfect musical choices.” Her solo albums, Bassoon
Unbounded (2018), Bassoon Transcended (2013) and Bassoon Surrounded
(2009), produced for MSR Classics by Swineshead Productions, include
world-premiere recordings of new repertoire for bassoon. 
To facilitate the demands of 21st-century compositions, Schillinger
researches reed-making consistency. Her 2016 book, Bassoon Reed Making
(Indiana University Press) details current and historic trends in this field.
Schillinger’s groundbreaking research extends to guest lectures and
residencies throughout the United States and Europe. 
Schillinger is an advocate for diversity in performance and programming. She
is the creator and organizer of the fEmpower Network for bassoonists
identifying as female. She is also a founding member of Limitless Collective, 
an all-female ensemble performing works by under-represented communities.
Schillinger publishes numerous articles and appears regularly as a performer
and lecturer. In addition, Schillinger co-hosted the 2012 International Double
Reed Society Annual Conference and inaugural IDRS Teen Camp. She is on
faculty at Ithaca College in New York where she performs frequently with New
Music and traditional orchestral ensembles. Previously, she has held positions
with Miami University, the University of Nevada, and various orchestras
throughout the west. 
Christin Schillinger holds degrees from Northwestern University (BMus),
Michigan State University (MMus), and Arizona State University (DMA)
Aaron Witek
Dr. Aaron Witek joined the faculty of Ithaca College in 2018 after serving the
same role at the University of Louisiana Monroe. 
Witek is an active performer, concertizing throughout the United States,
China, Australia and Bangladesh.  In addition, Witek is in-demand as a
clinician, working with trumpet students and ensembles throughout the
United States. Both his performance and teaching abilities are recognized
through competitive awards: Winner, Historic Division of the National
Trumpet Competition and an International Trumpet Guild Scholarship, in
addition to two awards from ULM: The Foundation Award for Excellence in
Teaching, and the College of Arts, Education, and Sciences Dean's Award of
Excellence. 
Witek is published in the International Trumpet Guild Journal. His book
entitled Gordon Mathie: The Treasured Legacy of a Master Teacher and
Performer, published by WR Enterprises, was released at the 2014
International Trumpet Guild Conference and is available for order at
www.wiffrudd.com. In May 2018, Witek released his first publication with
Mountain Peak Music entitled Solo Duet Training for Trumpet.  
 Witek is also involved with the Marching Arts. He has been Brass Pedagogical
Coordinator at the ten-time Drum Corps International World Champion Cadets
Drum and Bugle Corps, and Assistant Brass Caption Head at the Blue Stars
Drum and Bugle Corps.
  
 Witek earned a Doctorate and Master’s of Music in Trumpet Performance
from Florida State University following  his Bachelor of Music in Education
degree from the Crane School of Music at SUNY Potsdam.  He is a Yamaha
and a Monster Oil Performing Artist.
Hana Cai
Known for her elegant conducting style and efficient and engaging approach
to rehearsals, Hana J. Cai is a conductor, pianist, and singer based in Ithaca,
NY.  She currently serves as the Associate Director of Choral Activities at
Ithaca College. 
As a conductor and singer, Hana served as the assistant conductor for
Singing City under Jeffrey Brillhart and as a member of the Philadelphia
Singers Chorale and PhilHarmonia. While concurrently earning her degree at
the Eastman School of Music, Hana served as the music director of the Mount
Hope World Singers..  She made her Canadian debut in January 2017 with the
Toronto Mendelssohn Choir and the Elora Singers as one of the five
conductors selected to participate in the Choral Conductors' Symposium.  At
Indiana University, she was one of three conductors selected to assist with
preparing the chorus for a performance of the Penderecki St. Luke Passion 
where the composer was in attendance.  She also served as the associate
chorus master for the university premiere of Mason Bates' The (R)evolution of
Steve Jobs and Wagner's Parsifal for the Indiana University Bicentennial.  In
March 2019, Hana was the winner of the ACDA Graduate Student Conducting
Competition in Kansas City, MO.  She has presented her research on tokenism
at varying national conferences.
Hana holds bachelors degrees in piano performance and Chinese from the
University of Maryland, an MM in conducting from Eastman, and a DM in
choral conducting from Indiana University.  Her dissertation is a diction guide
for Mandarin Chinese for singers and conductors. 
